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Abstract

Patterns of General Interestis of Children in the High Elementary
and preparatery qrades. A thesis submitted by Siham Manna' under the

supervision of Dr. M. Toug and Dr. AR.Z. Kailani in February 1980,

Thz purpose of this study was to investigate the patterns of gene-
ral interests of childran in the high elementary and preparatory grades
as expressed by a mpodified version of the " Int=rest Inventory " deve-

loped by " Dreese and Moaoney 1941 "o

The sample of this study was taken from high elementary and prep-
aratory scheool children of 10-15 yesrs of age. The sample cov:qred a
numbor of Amman schools and caonsisted of (1200) students from both sexes
and from diffarcnt age groups. Government schools , private schools, and

UNRWA schools wsre reponsas in this sample.

Tha list was modified and reproducted in its final form by making
a survey of the activities in which Jordaniasn children take part. Accor-
dingly unfamiliar itums were omitted and at the same time new items were
added,

The list was given to a group of thirty children to write down their
reponaes to the items. The list was alzoc given to the perznts of those
children and were askzd to determine the interests of thair children
accordinn to the list. The respcnses of the children were compared to
the responszs of the parents. The average percentage of consistency was
caleulated and it was found to be 83% . This shows that the list is sig-

nificantly valid.

The reliability aof the list uaé reacned at by giving the form to
a group of (2000) school children equally distributed on tha studiad anss.
Two weeks later the same group waere given the Fufm anain. Than the sacond
form of zach child was paired with the first form. The parcontage of the
items which had consistznt responses on the two Forms were galculated .

The averanes nercentane of consistency for the total list was found to be
83.6':’].
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The guestions which this'study trisd to answer werz the following:

1. What are the gensral patterns of interzsts which prevail among
Jordanian children?
2. Do pattzrns of intercsts differ according to age?

3a De patterns of interests differ asccording to sex?

It was found that age and sex both have obvious effect on intzrazsts

of childran.

In the field of"Reading" it was noticzd that the intarests aof child-
ren devzlop according to age levels, mainly to serious and ma2aningful
study. alse interosts of children concerning games develop from bzing
egocantric and single to heing organized and cooperative. As for the
professionnl interests it was noticed that the childron become mor: and

more interested in professions which ansure prestige inm the community.

The difference between the two sexes is obvious in the ficld of
games. Males prefer éctiuities filled with energy and violence. Femal:zs
prefer activities which relate to house work. As for the professional
differences it was noticed that femaloes prefar jobs which have dirazct
relation with socisl work, but males prefer jobs which have prestige in

society.

Intzrest patterns of ghilrdren of high elementary and preparatory
level were found inm accordance with percentage of liking responses for
each awe separately and for both sexes. Therefore these patterns will
aid in giving th2 teacher, the parents, and the counsellor a picture of
the child's current interests and halp compare these interasts with those
which are typical of his/ber ane and sex. If 8 child consistently mokes
responses which are different from the averare of the proup, he may well

he rafarred to a specizl study to determine the causes af such diffzrences.
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To see the same movie twir
To think a lot about the o
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Continued pregrams.

Mystely programs.

Programs with much actian,
Science programs.

To havz the radio on while -
To send for free materials.
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. . .. Reading.
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Rhythms and Gamzs.

Older Children.
People who show off.
Negroes.
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Dairy man
Forest Ranger.
S5tencgrapher.

brary of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit

Going to Sunday School or Church-
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